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r.d.  smith:  A  Life  remembered
The Northside Neighborhood is not defined 
by a simple set of geographic boundaries. It 
is the living collection of neighbors who do 
so much to keep the community thriving. The 
Northside ebbs and flows with the love and 
dedication of those who live there. As such, 
the loss of any member of the community 
is deeply felt. We can all welcome new 
neighbors and faces to Northside, but we can 
never replace those who have passed on. This 
year has been as difficult as any other and we 
will sorely miss all of those who have passed. 
Celebrating their accomplishments and 
contributions is just one way to keep them in 
our hearts and share their memories. 

To that end, this month the Northside News 
is commemorating R.D. Smith.  Born in 
Goldsboro in 1918, R.D. moved to Northside 
in the 1940s and quickly became a part 
of Chapel Hill’s lifeblood. Smith arrived in 
Chapel Hill after graduation from Hampton 
Institute and serving two years in the military 
during World War II. He came to Chapel Hill 
to teach agriculture, but he ended helping 
the community learn quite a bit more. For 
decades, he and his wife Euzelle served the 
community as teachers, originally starting 
at the all African-American Orange County 
Training School and Lincoln High School. 
After desegregation, he was one of few black 
teachers who was reappointed to teach at 
Chapel Hill High School. He continued to be 
an exemplary educator and was promoted 

to Assistant Principal. Many in the community 
still remember him as essential to their 
success in school and life. 

R.D Smith’s influence did not end at the 
school’s doors. When the school district 
needed someone to take over as Director 
of Transportation, he was happy to do it. In 
1966 he began serving on the Chapel Hill 
Board of Alderman, which later became the 
city’s Town Council. He held that office for 
the next 21 years. Not only did he play a 
significant role in leading Chapel Hill through 
the turbulence of the late 1960s and 1970s, 
he also helped pave the way for other 
African-American leaders in the city. After 
retiring R.D. and Euzelle remained active in 
the community. 

Among so many other things, they 
remained a mainstay of the Jackson Center’s 
“Neighborhood Walk,” inviting students 
from the school that now bears his name-
-Smith Middle School--to visit them at the 
home R.D. built by hand. R.D. Smith also 
donated a significant amount of civil rights 
era memorabilia to Smith Middle School 
so that students can continue to learn 
about the struggle of which he was such an 
important part. With everything he did for 
the Northside and Chapel Hill, R.D. Smith will 
be memorialized in more than the name of 
Smith Middle School. He will be etched in the 
history and heart of the neighborhood. 

Holiday  safety  guide
As the holiday season approaches, we 
contacted Audrey Boyles, an RN, CNII with 
the North Carolina Jaycee Burn Center for 
her thoughts on safe cooking practices. 

“Turkey-frying accidents are highly common 
during the holidays,” she noted. “We get 
lots of folks with grease burns admitted 
around Thanksgiving and Christmas. The safer 
alternative would be to bake the turkey, 
though I know people want to fry their 
turkeys no matter what! If families are going 
to fry their turkeys, we recommend using 
utmost caution and making sure children are 
not close to the fryer.” 

Dr. Ernest Grant of the National Fire 
Protection Association offered these tips for 
use by our student neighbors and longer 
term neighbors alike:

community  Kitchen heavenly  groceries

ifc  food  pantry

Hours: 
Monday-Friday from 4-5pm. 
Sign up begins at 3:30p.m.
Dates Closed: 
Wed, Nov 23rd; Thurs, Nov 
24th; Sat-Sun Dec 24-25; Sat 
Dec 31; Sun Jan 1st

Location & Contact:
St. Joseph’s C.M.E. Church 
510 W. Rosemary Street
Chapel Hill, NC 27516 
(919) 929-1116

If entertaining, ask smokers to smoke 
outside; encourage them to dispose of 
materials in large, deep ashtrays.
Stay in the kitchen while cooking on the 
stove-top, and check on food frequently.
Replace any string lights with missing 
bulbs or damaged cords.
Do not light candles near hanging 
decorations, drapes, or other flammables!
Use clips, rather than nails, to hang 
lights -- to avoid damaging the cord and 
creating an electrical fire.

free  community  resources
”“When I came to Chapel Hill in 1942, I 

came with one thing in mind: to make a 
difference. That was my objective -- to make 
a difference in the lives of the people that I 
dealt with one way or another.

-- R.D. Smith | Feb 10, 2011 Oral History

Hours: 
Monday-Friday

Lunch 11:15am-12:30pm
Dinner 6:15pm-7:00pm

Saturday
Lunch 11:15am-12:30pm

Sunday
Lunch 12:15pm-1:30pm

Location & Contact:
100 W. Rosemary Street
Chapel Hill, NC 27516
(919) 967-0643

food  assistance

Hours: 
Monday-Friday from 9-5pm. On 
most Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
the pantry stays open until 7pm.
Wednesday, Nov 23 at 4pm: 
The Food Pantry will be giving 
away extra food from their 
Holiday dinners. Get there early 
in order to get a spot in line!  
Location & Contact:
110 W. Main Street
Carrboro, NC 27510
(919) 929-6380

Additional Information:
Households in Chapel Hill or 
Carrboro, or in which an adult 
works in those communities, 
may become members of the 
Pantry who are welcome to 
receive groceries once a month.  

Grocery quantities offered are 
based on the number of people 
in the household. Food Pantry 
members may be eligible for 
other services.

Provides food, clothing, rent 
and utility assistance, help in 
obtaining IDs, transportation, 
information and referrals to 
those in need. Appointments for 
services can be made Tuesday 
mornings starting at 9am.

Anyone living or working in 
Chapel Hill or Carrboro may call 
or visit the IFC when faced with 
economic uncertainty, an illness, 
or hardship that could lead to 
homelessness.

Contact: (919) 929-6380 ext 19

ifc  crisis  intervention

Please join us for a community 
potluck on Thursday, December 
8th from 5:30-7:30 pm at the 

Marian Cheek Jackson Center!

We will provide both desserts 
and drinks, and we kindly ask 
that you contribute a dish if 

you are able. We look forward 
to seeing you!

512 W. Rosemary St



community  clean-up  
days  and  snow  shoveling
The Jackson Center hosts regular 
community clean-up days and snow 
shoveling for senior neighbors, as 
needed.  Please contact us at 
(919) 960-1670 to join the 
neighborhood support force.

1st

Manju Rajendran
November
Birthdays

December
Birthdays

4th

Polly Bynum 

6th

Eva Barnett

5th

Billue Baldwin

4th

Corey Edwards

27th

Paris Miller

22nd

Olivia James

29th

Belinda Caldwell

16th

Paul Caldwell
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Ms. Keith Edwards is a lifetime resident of McDade St. and a 
lifelong advocate for the community. Keith is widely known as 
a fighter for justice and receives calls from neighbors asking 
her about programs and referrals for help with household and 
community issues. To submit questions for “Ask Keith,” call us at 
(919) 960-1670 or email at contact@jacksoncenter.info

A
What are your favorite holidays this time of year? 

holiday  giving  guide ask keith

Think you know the answer to this month’s archive trivia? 
Call the Jackson Center anytime after 9am to win a prize!

Last month’s answer: 1916

double  trivia
where  did  harold  foster,  

braxton  foushee,  and  david  
mason  plan  the  first  sit-in  at  

Colonial  Drug?

Community accolades

Turkey Bowl Football Game
Enjoy an evening of football, turkey, and fun at 
the annual Youth in Action Turkey Bowl Football 
Game. Call (919) 969-2057 for additional info 
and registration.

Tuesday,  November  22nd
hargraves  |  Free  |  Ages  8-18

Who  is  the  eldest among  
the  regular  volunteers  At  

Heavenly  Groceries?

Town Treasures
On November 7, 2016, the Chapel Hill Historical Society 
recognized nine individuals who have contributed greatly 
to the Town of Chapel Hill and Carrboro. Out of the nine, 
two are a part of our Northside and Pine Knolls community.

Henry  Jones Lula  Mae  Alston
Henry Jones, a military veteran, 
was presented an award for his 
establishment of the Jones Funeral 
Home in Chapel Hill in 1982 and 
was previously awarded a James 
Brittian award by the NAACP. His 
funeral business is located in our 
community at 112 S Graham St. in 
Chapel Hill.

Lula Mae Alston is a longtime 
resident of Pine Knolls. She was 
honored for her work with 
UNC Hospitals since 1968 
and Chapel Hill Second Baptist 
Church since 1954. She is a 
member of numerous community 
organizations including the North 
Carolina Cooperative Extension.

Community Meeting about Amity Station
Hear the developers share their concept for 
the proposed 6-story rental housing project at 
Breadman’s site on Rosemary St. Your presence 
is critical!  Your voice matters!

tuesday,  december  6th - 6:30pm  |  Hargraves

Community Events

Senior Citizen Winter Holiday Luncheon
Come and listen to good music and enjoy a 
delicious meal as we celebrate the holidays. Free 
lunch is provided but limited reservations are 
accepted. Call (919) 968-2070 to register.

thursday,  december  8th
hargraves  |  Free  For  all  |  Ages 55 and older

Eboné Soul Strutters Winter Recital
The Eboné Soul Strutters are looking forward to 
entertaining you for the holidays with dance.

friday,  december  16th
hargraves  |  Free  For  all

The Northside News is produced by the Marian Cheek Jackson for Saving and Making History with support from EmPOWERment, Inc. It is meant to be a vehicle for communication 
among Northsiders, Midway business owners, and friends across the town and county. Do you have a special photo or recipe to share? A local event to report or concern to raise? 

Please contact the Center: contact@jacksoncenter.info or (919) 960-1670.

community  board

Thanksgiving is a day for family and friends to come together 
to give thanks for all that we have received. We celebrate 
Christmas because it is the birth of Jesus our savior. Through 
Him, we offer each other gifts from our hearts from this 
precious gift that was given to us through Him. For the New 
Year, we celebrate a new year coming in and hope that that 
year will be better than the last year.

Just a reminder! For the holidays these stores will be offering 
pre-cooked holiday meals this year :

 Harris Teeter, Carrboro – (919) 942-8564
 Food Lion, Carrboro – (919) 932-1589

Ask Keith will be back in the New Year, but please keep your 
questions coming!

share  your  time

You give but little when you give of your possessions. 
It is when you give of yourself that you truly give.

-- Khalil Gibran

In addition, you may choose to donate to a great list of local housing organizations. 
Consider donating to EmPOWERment, the Community HomeTrust, Habitat for Humanity, 
Community Empowerment Fund, or other local organizations dedicated to making sure 
folks are housed in our community! 

Heavenly  groceries

habitat  for  humanity  home  
builds  and  home  repairs

rogers  eubanks  
neighborhood  association

Sign up for a volunteer shift to help 
construct or repair homes right 
here in the neighborhood. Please 
call (919) 932-7077 if interested in 
volunteering.

This great community center needs 
volunteers for office assistance 
between Dec. 26-28th from 10-6 
pm.  Contact Rose Caldwell at 
(919) 918-2822 to sign up.

Help us pick up, sort, and distribute 
groceries to hundreds of families a 
week right here in the neighborhood.  
More volunteers needed through 
Dec. 19-30th from 2:30-5 pm, Mon-
Fri. Email contact@jacksoncenter.info 
or call (919) 960-1670 if interested.

give  resources  and  joy

support  local  organizations
the  organizations  listed  below  are  recommended  from  a  few  of  our  beloved  neighbors:

impact  housing

RENA is collecting gently used or new 
toys, hats, gloves, scarves and jackets for 
children age 5-18.  
You can drop them by RENA Community 
Center (101 Edgar Dr, Chapel Hill, NC) 
between 10 am-6 pm Monday-Saturday.  
The toys and clothes will be given to 
children on December 17th!

holiday  toy  &  clothes  drive
rogers  eubanks  neighborhood  association

Hosted by EmPOWERment at Hargraves 
at 6 pm on Dec. 13th: 
You are invited to celebrate the 
holidays with food and holiday festivities. 
EmPOWERment also welcomes folks to 
bring holiday dishes or toys for children 
($5-$10 range) to be shared at this 
celebration.

community  outreach  holiday  party
empowerment  |  919-967-6779

christmas  house table heavenly  groceries

13th Documentary Screening and Discussion
Showing of the thought provoking documentary, 
“13th.” All are welcome to attend.

saturday,  december  3rd -  3pm  |  Jackson  ctr  

-  6:30-9:00pm  

-  7:00-9:00pm

-  7:00-9:00pm

meals  on  wheels
interfaith  council  for

social  services ronald  mcdonald  house

(919) 933-1141 
chapelhillserviceleague.com/giving

(919) 942-2948
http://www.chcmow.org/

(919) 636-4860
http://www.tablenc.org/

(919) 929-6380
http://www.ifcweb.org/holiday

(919) 960-1670
contact@jacksoncenter.info

(919) 913-2040
http://rmh-chapelhill.org/

in  memoriam
The loss of our beloved community members is deeply 
felt. Please keep the families and friends of: Doug Byrd, 
Willie Mae Fikes, and Thomas Farrar, in your thoughts.


